
 

MONTANA ADVISORY COUNCIL ON INDIAN EDUCATION 
ADVISORY TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
 

Montana Advisory Council on Indian Education 
August 14, 2024 

Agenda – Informational Session 

Zoom Link 
Meeting ID 895 5808 6593  

Password 501228 
Dial by Telephone 1-646-558-8656  

Mission: To provide for more effective and meaningful participation by Indian people in 
planning, implementation, and administration of relevant educational services and programs 
under the authority of local school boards. 

Item 1: Call to Order: 9:00 a.m. 
 Welcome, Jordann Lankford-Forster, Chairperson 
 Welcome Song, Mike Jetty 
 Roll Call 

Item 2: Approval of Minutes 9:15 a.m. 
 June 5, 2024, Minutes 

Item 3: Ex-officio Reports (10 minutes each) 9:25 a.m. 
 Office of Public Instruction, Carrie Kouba 
 Board of Public Education, Susie Hedalen 

Item 4: American Indian Education Administrative Reports (10 minutes each) 10:00 a.m. 
 Indian Education for All Unit, Chris Morigeau 

Item 5: Informational Presentations 10:15 a.m. 
 National Indian Education Association, Dr. Casie Wise and Helen Thomas – Illuminating 

Contributions of Native American Veterans in Montana 

Item 6: Chairperson Report 10:45 a.m. 

Item 7: Public Comment 10:55 a.m. 
This is an opportunity for any member of the audience to bring to the attention of the Council 
questions or relevant comments concerning matters not on the agenda. Please note that the 
Council is bound by ethical practice, bylaws, and Montana statutes. The Council may not take 

https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/89558086593?pwd=btlmcVnjMeotXTI2fAW5yieynjKCvw.1
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/89558086593?pwd=btlmcVnjMeotXTI2fAW5yieynjKCvw.1


any action on matters brought to the attention of the Council during the public comment 
portion of the meeting unless specific notice of that matter is included in a properly noticed 
agenda. Therefore, in the Open Agenda portion of the meeting, the Council will not discuss or 
take any action, but may refer a matter presented to a future agenda. The following criteria 
exist for the public comments. 

• The public may not discuss items on the current agenda at this time. 
• The public may only discuss matters within jurisdiction of the Council. 
• No action may be taken on a matter raised during the open agenda. 
• The public may not comment in a boisterous, disorderly, hostile, or aggressive 

manner. 
• Each member of the public may address the Council once. 

Item 9:  Adjournment 10:50 a.m. 

Times are approximate 

The next meeting is October 2, 2024 (in person, with Zoom option). 



 

MONTANA ADVISORY COUNCIL ON INDIAN EDUCATION 
ADVISORY TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
 

MACIE AGENDA 
INFORMATIONAL SESSION 

AUGUST 14, 2024 
ITEM 2 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Handout 2.1 
o Draft June 5, 2024, minutes  

 



 

MONTANA ADVISORY COUNCIL ON INDIAN EDUCATION 
ADVISORY TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
 

MACIE Meeting 
June 5, 2024 

Minutes - Draft

Members Present  
Dawn Bishop-Moore Indian Impact Schools  

of Montana 
Norma Bixby  Northern Cheyenne  

Tribe 
Levi Black Eagle Crow Tribe 
Marcy Cobell  Montana Indian  
   Education Association 
Dugan Coburn  Urban – Great Falls 
Jordann Forster Montana Federation  

of Public Employees 
Susie Hedalen  Board of Public  

Education 
Iris Kill Eagle  Little Shell Tribe 
Carrie Kouba  Office of Public 
Interim   Instruction 
Jeannie Origbo Montana University 
(alternate)  System 
Calli Rusche-  Billings Public Schools 
Nicholson 

Guests 
Rena Lambert  Fort Peck Tribes 

Office of Public Instruction/ Board of Public 
Education  
McCall Flynn  Joan Franke 
Mike Jetty  Christy Mock-Stutz  

Members Absent 
Rodney Bird  Bureau of Indian  

Education 
Michelle Crazy  Fort Belknap Tribes 
Michael Dolson Confederated Salish  

& Kootenai Tribes 
Harold Dusty Bull Blackfeet Tribe 
Hilary Gourneau Tribal Head Start 
Melissa Hammett Urban – Missoula 
Jeremy MacDonald School Administrators  

of Montana 
Angela McLean Montana University  

System 
Cory Sangrey-Billy Tribal Colleges 
John Well-Off-Man Class 7 Teachers 

The Montana Advisory Council on Indian Education (MACIE) meeting was called to order by 
Chairperson Jordann Forster at 9:05 a.m. An honor song was done by Mike Jetty. Roll call was 
taken.  

IEFA Report 

Mike Jetty announced that Julie Jeffers will join the staff on Monday, June 10. 

Mike gave information regarding presentations Indian Education for All (IEFA) will be doing this 
summer, such as English Language Standards process, Summer Institute. Also the unit would 
like other OPI unit personnel to take the Hub course. 
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The IEFA unit will be working with the math instructional coordinator to update math lessons, 
along with asking math instructors to help with that process. 

School Administrators of Montana will help to provide information on best practices regarding 
tracking IEFA funding spending and activities. 

Christy Mock-Stutz discussed communications and cooperation across Office of Public 
Instruction (OPI) units regarding the new accreditation standards. A meeting was held on 
Monday regarding the types of questions OPI is getting to provide consistent messaging and 
who should answer specific types of questions. 

A grant writer has been hired for the literacy development grants. This is $50 million over five 
years. The grant will be written to support schools in building their capacities, professional 
development,  opportunities, and leadership capacity. 

For the next biennium – July 2025 – June 2027 – the Superintendent is going to propose a 
budget for MACIE. 

Jordann Forster asked for the OPI website to have resources listed by tribe or regions. Mike 
asked that if MACIE members have suggestions for tribally specific materials to let OPI know so 
may add links on the website. 

Minutes 

The minutes from the May 1, 2024, were reviewed. Norma Bixby motioned to approve the 
minutes as written, and Dawn Bishop-Moore seconded the motion. Passed by all. 

Chairperson Report 

MACIE members provided share outs of community events. 

McCall Flynn indicated that after the last Board of Public Education (PBE) meeting, they are 
thinking of having an American Indian Student Achievement panel. This will be July 17-19 
(which day has not been confirmed). This will be an initial discussion, which will be an ongoing 
discussion. It was suggested that the Indian School Board Caucus and administrators be invited. 
This meeting is open to the public and McCall will provide MACIE with the link. Carrie Kouba 
indicated that OPI will be putting together a report regarding data on Indian student 
achievement that she will share.  

Jordann Forster provided information about a couple trainings/conferences. She reviewed her 
at the BPE meeting on May 9. 

Chairperson Forster discussed vacant positions and the nomination of Rena Lambert for Fort 
Peck. There was consensus on Rena’s nomination be approved. nomination. 

The National Indian Education Association is requesting to join the August meeting to discuss 
their work regarding the veterans’ project. 
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Old Business 

 Funding guidelines 

Chairperson Forster asked for suggestions on what would like for funding regarding Title VI and 
IEFA. These will then be solidified by the subcommittee for the final recommendations to be 
voted on. 

Title VI 

 Language teacher in every school in district 
 Transportation (in whatever form) 
 Food (for those in need or at cultural gatherings) 
 Culture teachers 

IEFA 

 Training in teacher preparation programs to provide students with more training to be prepared to 
teach 

 Teaching IEFA in all disciplines 
 Each tribe have a person funded by state funds to deal with tribal consultation 
 Dedicated IEFA coordinator in every school 
 Transportation 

 Revision of Goals 

The goals were last updated in 2021. Jordann Forster would like to go through the goals one at 
a time to make them more concise and actionable. Goal 1 was reviewed. 

 Spell at abbreviations 
 Put “any” before the NA/AI students 
 Use all Native American/American Indian/Indigenous students/students of Indigenous Nations 
 historical and contemporary trauma 

New Business 

 Meeting schedule for 2025. 

Chairperson Forster asked if Wednesdays are good for the Zoom meetings and whether moving 
in-person meetings to Monday so may travel on Sunday. The October in-person meeting will 
remain on October 2. Nothing was changed regarding the Zoom only meetings. 

There was discussion regarding having the in-person meetings longer than just half the day. 
Dugan Coburn motioned for in-person meetings to be scheduled 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. with the 
understanding the meeting will be adjourned when the work is done. Dawn Bishop-Moore 
seconded the motion. Passed by all. 

The meeting schedule for 2025 was reviewed. As the March meeting is usually in conjunction 
with a conference, it was suggested it be in conjunction with Montana Indian Education 
Association (MIEA) conference in 2025. Marcy Cobell indicated the MIEA conference will be in 
Billings in conjunction with the MSU Billings powwow. 
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It was decided the in-person meetings remain as in the spring (March-April) in conjunction with 
an event and in October. The Zoom meetings will remain on Wednesday during the first week 
of the month – January, February, May, June, August, and November. 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

Dugan Coburn motioned to adjourn the meeting. Levi Black Eagle seconded the motion. Passed 
by all. The meeting was adjourned at 11:29 a.m. 

The next MACIE meeting is August 14, 2024, via Zoom. 

 



 

MONTANA ADVISORY COUNCIL ON INDIAN EDUCATION 
ADVISORY TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
 

MACIE AGENDA 
INFORMATIONAL SESSION  

AUGUST 14, 2024 
ITEM 3 

EX-OFFICIO REPORTS 

 Office of Public Instruction – Carrie Kouba 

 Board of Public Education – Susie Hedalen 
o Handout 3.1 
 Presentation Summary 

 



MONTANA ADVISORY COUNCIL ON INDIAN EDUCATION 
ADVISORY TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

Montana Advisory Council on Indian Education 
Ex-officio and Indian Education Units Presentation Summaries 

Date: August 14 

Presentation Board of Public Education support of MACIE, IEFA and American Indian Student 
Achievement 

Presenter Susie Hedalen 

Position Title MACIE Liaison, BPE Vice-chair 

Overview/Talking 
Points for Presentation 

BPE Strategic Plan 
Recent BPE Agenda Items 

Requested Decision Feedback and discussion on further support 

Issue(s) Related to 
MACIE Goals 

Goal 2: student achievement 
Goal 3: Culture, language, and culturally relevant curriculum 

Recommendation(s) N/A 

Handouts I will have the BPE Strategic Plan emailed. 



 

MONTANA ADVISORY COUNCIL ON INDIAN EDUCATION 
ADVISORY TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
 

MACIE AGENDA 
INFORMATIONAL SESSION 

AUGUST 14, 2024 
ITEM 4 

AMERICAN INDIAN EDUCATION ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

 Indian Education for All Unit Report 
o Handout 4.1 
 Presentation Summary 

 



  

 

 
 

MONTANA ADVISORY COUNCIL ON INDIAN EDUCATION 
ADVISORY TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
 

Montana Advisory Council on Indian Education  
Ex-officio and Indian Education Units Presentation Summaries 

Date: August 14 

Presentation Introduction and probably more (the more I will figure out by the meeting, lol) 

Presenter Chris Morigeau 

Position Title Director of Indian Education for All 

Overview/Talking 
Points for Presentation 

I mainly want to introduce myself, and if I have other items to share, they will be 
figured out by the meeting. 

Requested Decision n/a 

Issue(s) Related to 
MACIE Goals 

I imagine we can play a very vital role in accomplishing all of their goals. 

Recommendation(s) n/a 

Handouts n/a - If there are digital handouts, I will be happy to share with you as the event 
draws closer. 
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MACIE AGENDA  
INFORMATIONAL SESSION  

AUGUST 14, 2024  
ITEM 5  

INFORMATIONAL PRESENTATIONS  

 NIEA Updates for Project: Illuminating Contributions of Native American Veterans in 
Montana 
o Handout 5.1 
 Presentation Summary 



MACIE AGENDA PRESENTATION REQUEST 

August 14,  2024  

Name  and  title of pe rson  
presenting  

Dr. Casie Wise and Helen Thomas 

Contact i nformation: phone  (901)590-8448 

Contact information: e-mail  cwise@niea.org 

Organization  National Indian Education Association 
Select one  _X Presentation ___ New Business  
Presentation title  NIEA Updates for Project: Illuminating Contributions of 

Native American Veterans in Montana 

Description of  presentation  NIEA is nearing the end of the 3-year project to develop drades 3-12 
curricular resources for teaching about the contributions and challenges of 
being a Native American in military service.  This project includes free 
professional development and materials for educators and community.  

How does this relate to As MACIE is a critical part of education for and about Native peoples in the  MACIE goals Montana (and nationally), we believe that the council will provide the 
most culturally grounded and Montana centered guidance on how to 
dissimentate and encourage best use of the materials created.  We also 
began the project with MACIE's blessing and guidance. 

Action r equesting the  
advisory council take  We request MACIE's support in providing communications to the 

widest network of edcuators possible. We would also love MACIE to 
be support/presence in co-releasing the materials. 

Handouts  (send with 
presentation request)  https://www.niea.org/professional-learning-courses  This link will 

preview the type of free professional learning we include with this 
grant work. 

Technology requirements  
Brief slideshow presentation 
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